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GREENWAY LINK BETWEEN SANT JOAN DE 
LES ABADESSES AND OLOT

The section of greenway which will take you from 
Sant Joan de les Abadesses to La Vall de Bianya 
is unfinished. Therefore, we provide two alternate 
routes: the first goes directly to Olot, over the Coll de 
Sentigosa and Coll de Coubet passes as it follows the 
old GI-521 highway, and the second takes you to La 
Vall de Bianya through Santa Llúcia de Puigmal.

ALTERNATE ROUTE no. 1

Until the section that leads to La Vall de Bianya is 
completed, this is a good alternative if you want 
to reach Olot. Leaving the station, once you cross 
the Gothic bridge you reach Sant Pol church 
(Romanesque, 12th century). Follow the main highway 
to the left until you reach the turn-off to the Sentigosa 
highway. After you pass the Font dels Vermells spring 
and the picnic area you reach Coll de Sentigosa pass, 
where you enter the Garrotxa county. Follow the GI-
521 highway another 2 km through cool beech groves 
to reach the Font dels Pastors. There’s no way you 
can get lost - simply follow the highway! A little over 
12 km after the starting point you will reach Coll de 
Coubet pass, which is at an elevation of 1,010 metres 
above sea level. Here you take the A-26 (formerly the 
N-260) highway to the left.

After another 10 km (about 22 km from the starting 
point in Sant Joan), you leave the highway and enter 
Olot, where you will come to a roundabout (the same 
one you would find if you took the route through La 
Vall de Bianya). Continue towards the centre of Olot 
along Avinguda dels Reis Catòlics, up to Plaça Clarà. 
As you enter the square, take the first road that 
branches off to the right up to Plaça de Catalunya. 
Cross the square and continue along Carrer de la 
Verge de Fàtima street until you reach a crossing to 
the left with a sign that reads “Totes direccions” (All 
directions). This street, Carrer de Pere Bretxa, takes 
you to the main highway. Turn right, cross the Fluvià 
River, and you soon reach the greenway signs, finally 
arriving at the old Olot train station, in front of the 
trade fair enclosure.
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ALTERNATE ROUTE no. 2

A word of warning – the route has a very high degree of difficulty. This stretch is not an official greenway 
and so there is no regular maintenance. The path may have suffered damage from local weather conditions. 
You have to use an all-terrain bike, and be sure to wear a helmet.

The first section is the same as Route no. 1. As above, take the Carrer de l’Estació from the Sant Joan de les 
Abadesses train station. Just 150 metres down this street you’ll find the GR trail to the left. Take it across the 
Gothic bridge to Sant Pol church. From here, take the GI-521 highway towards Coll de Sentigosa pass. After 
about 1.5 km, you’ll see a turn-off to the left that takes you to Sant Antoni chapel. The route continues straight 
along the highway, but you can turn off to rest a bit. Some 600 metres beyond the chapel, to the left, you’ll 
find the Font dels Vermells, with 2 spring water spigots and a picnic area. You’ll reach Coll de Sentigosa pass 
about 8 km after leaving the station; there’s a sign there indicating that you are entering the Garrotxa county. 
On the right-hand side of the highway there is a marker indicating the Green Meridian. 

Then you take an unpaved, red-clay path that branches off to the left of the highway. You’ll come to a fork 
about 3 km along this path, where you have to take the path that leads to the right, towards Santa Llúcia de 
Puigmal. You reach the chapel shortly thereafter; here you can stop to rest and drink spring water from the 
Font de Santa Llúcia. The route becomes harder from this point onwards. Follow the signs to Sant Ponç and the 
pools of Santa Llúcia. You will soon reach the pools, in a beautiful setting amidst Mediterranean vegetation. 
Continue straight along the route to a farmhouse in ruins and a stream just beyond. Right after crossing the 
stream, take the path that turns off to the right. You have to open a gate for animals: remember to close it after 
you pass through! The route weaves its way amidst holm oaks until you reach the ruins of another farmhouse, 
about 2.5 km farther down the trail. Once you pass the house you have to turn right onto a trail that is barely 
visible. Keep your eyes wide open, because you will feel the urge to continue straight along the main trail. 
But the new trail quickly reveals itself. From here you will always follow the same trail. The remaining section 
descends for about 2.5 km until it becomes a paved road down in the valley. Continue along the main (paved) 
route that crosses Sant Pere Despuig until you reach the C-153 rural road, then take this road (towards Olot) up 
to the Town Hall of La Vall de Bianya, on the left-hand side of the road.

You will find vertical 
signposting along 
both link ways from 
Sant Joan de les 
Abadesses to Olot.
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La Vall de Bianya - Olot

As mentioned above, you will reach La Vall de Bianya 
by Sant Pere Despuig, after covering 21 km from Sant 
Joan de les Abadesses. Continuing along the same 
rural road, you will reach the C-26 main highway. 
You will then pass Hostalnou de Bianya, where the 
Town Hall of La Vall de Bianya is located. At km 26 
you will find a trail to the right which runs parallel 
to the streambed. After about 1 km you cross the 
streambed and come to Mare de Déu de l’Esperança 
chapel. Here the trail becomes paved again. The 
route runs through the Cuní oak grove, where you 
can contemplate the spectacular oak trees, and 
then under the highway to the patch of open ground 
belonging to the Simon factory. Cross the industrial 
estate along a grassy area to reach the roundabout 
at the northeast entrance to Olot. Take the road that 
leads off to the left (seen from the road you are on) 
towards the centre of Olot, following Avinguda dels 
Reis Catòlics to Plaça Clarà. As you enter the square, 
take the first road that branches off to the right up 
to Plaça de Catalunya. Cross the square and continue 
along Carrer de la Verge de Fàtima street until you 
reach a crossing to the left with a sign that reads 
“Totes direccions” (All directions). This street, Carrer 
de Pere Bretxa, takes you to the main highway. Turn 
right, cross the Fluvià River, and you soon reach the 
greenway signs, finally arriving at the old Olot train 
station, in front of the trade fair enclosure.

Greenways

GREENWAY LINK 

BETWEEN SANT JOAN DE LES ABADESSES 

AND OLOT

 Olot
• Garrotxa Volcanic Area Nature Park
• County, Volcano and Can Trincheria 
 museums

 La Vall de Bianya
• The Capsacosta Roman road
• Romanesque churches: the most notable 
 are Sant Martí in Capsec, Sant Andreu 
 in Porreres and the church in Santa 
 Margarida de Bianya

AREAS OF INTEREST

Town Hall

LA VALL DE BIANYA
Tel. +34 972 290 933
bianya@ddgi.cat
http://ajuntament.valldebianya.org/

HOW TO GET THERE
 • BY ROAD
  From Barcelona: C-17, C-26
  From Girona: C-66, A-26, C-26
  A-2, C-25, C-17, C-26
  From Puigcerdà/Andorra: N-152, C-26
  From Lleida: C-25, C-17, C-26
  From França/Perpinyà: C-38, C-26

 • RENFE RAILWAY NETWORK
  Barcelona - Puigcerdà Line (Ripoll Station)
  Ticket reservation: tel. +34 902 240 202
  www.renfe.com

 • TEISA BUS COMPANY
  Tel. +34 972 204 868
  www.teisa-bus.com 

 • GIRONA-COSTA BRAVA AIRPORT
  Tourist Office: tel. +34 972 942 955
  ot.aerogirona.ctc@gencat.net 
  Flight Information: tel. +34 972 186 600
  www.aena.es
  Ryanair runs a coach service linking the 
  airport with Girona central bus station..

10


